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Luke 1:1-17
5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest
named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of
Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.
6Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing
all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they
were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive,
and they were both very old. 8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God,
9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the
priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense
came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.
11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at
the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw
him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the
angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to
you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will
be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or
other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the
people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on
before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the
hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

Luke 3:1–6
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country
around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the
words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one calling in the
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight
paths for him. 5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain
and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight,
the rough ways smooth. 6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ”

they are full of greed. 20 That, however, is not the way of
life you learned 21 when you heard about Christ and were
taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus.
22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life,
to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your
minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like
God in true righteousness and holiness.
What can be prepared or reordered?:

PREPARING THE WAY OF HOPE
1. Preparing the way is

V 1-2

“A moderated religion is as good for us as no religion at
all—and more amusing.”
Screwtape
2. During Advent, we also need to
the way of the Lord. V 3-4

.for

“By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.”
― Benjamin Franklin
Ephesians 4:17-23
7 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must
no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their
thinking. 18 They are darkened in their understanding and
separated from the life of God because of the ignorance
that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 19Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to
sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and

Revelation 2:2-4
2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people,
that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but
are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and
have not grown weary. 4 Yet I hold this against you: You
have forsaken the love you had at first.
3. The way of hope is the way of

. V 5-6

