Galatians 3:26-29 NIV
26
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all
of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor
is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according
to the promise.

2. The kingdom has a counter-culture

v 2-7

1 John 3:16-18 NIV
16
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for
us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.
17
If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in
need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that
person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but
with actions and in truth.

3. Favoritism communicates a lot about the
v 8-11
I went into church and sat on the velvet pew. I watched as the sun
came shining through the stained glass windows. The minister
dressed in a velvet robe opened the golden gilded Bible, marked it
with a silk bookmark and said, “If any man will be my disciple, said
Jesus, let him deny himself, take up his cross, sell what he has, give it
to the poor, and follow me.” And I looked around and nobody was
laughing.
Soren Kierkegaard
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James 2:1-13 NIV
1
My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must
not show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing
a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also
comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes
and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You
stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my
dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not
the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging
you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble
name of him to whom you belong? 8 If you really keep the royal law
found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right.
9
But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just
one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “You shall not
commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 12
Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives
freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone
who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
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